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25X1X 1. At the present time the entire population of Bulgaria is divided intc the
following seven categories, namely:
a, Peasant-farmers
b. «orkers and civil servants
¢. irivate tradesmen
d, Intellectual workers - writers, actors, school teachers
e, Free professions - doctors, dentists
f£f. llerchants and industrizlists
g. Ufiicers and clergy
2, PIASLIM=-FARITIRS: The peasant-farmers constitubte approximately 80 percent
of the populatd.en, In itself this category is made up of the followinxz
groupss
a. lrivate, small land-owner§ who own small tracts of land and farm it by
themselves with the aid of their families, This is, by far, the
1arrevt group and still comprises about 70 percent of all the peasant
Torarrs An Gl lirariz.  This arou,. is under constant pressure from the
Gomnunist aubhorities to rencunce private ownership and join the govern-
ment-sponsored collective farms, The best fields of the private farmers
are usuzlly expropriated znd tue production quotas assigned to them are
extremely net.vy« They are oblized to turn in their produce -t goveritient
fixed (low) prices . ad are then made £0 purchuse cescntisl com .o at
the state stores where prices cic out »~f provortion with thelr incons.
+t these state stores, one «eber of coarse cotton clolh c0ils for 700 leva,
a pailr of cotton socks for 500 leva, a peir of shoes for 7C00 leva, a
neter of silk for 2500 leva. As the average income of the privote {iraer
anounts to approxiiately 10,000 to 12,000 leva per :onth and as
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his femily usually censists of four or fivo mambers, it is obvious
thet the goods of the ctate itores are not within his reach.

This policy of persecutiom has mace the private farmer very bitter
ageinst tho Commumist regime. However, overt expression of dissatis.
fection is not tolerated and offerders of this hard-end-fast rule
irvariably end up in the go-callec "Labor-Dducabional Commuinition®s
which ie the Comunist equivelent of a concentration cawp.

The summer of 1950 was singularly herd on the private, smell landowner.
On the strength of good prospests the government assigned producticn
quotns to all pemsani-farmers and collectlve farms. lowever, the
summer of 1950 turned out to be extremely dry. so much so that the
sroducers found it impossible to turn in the quotas assigned to then.
Specizl delegations Were dispatched to Sofie to plesd for vevision of
the quotes but the Communists retcrted by seanding out narbers of the
Politbure and the Central Cormittee to losate and punish the "insti-
getors® of this "revolt”.

The quotes were collected by the povernmout &t the time of harvest, and
thoso of tho small landcimers who Were umeble to furnish the specified
emourte were forced to purchsse the balemee in the so-called "free
market” st excessive prices in orcer to aveid harsh sanctlons.

The Communist regime has fournd the swall landowners a tough mut to
crack, primarily because of their deep etiachment to the land they
possens; and,sc far, the policy of promoting collectivized farming
nas met with little success. It is, however, difficult to assess
correctly how much longer their resistance will last in the feco of
incessant end ever-~increasing profsure.

VMembers of Collective Farms (Troucdovi Kooperatival Zemedslelci
Ttopensuva )i Fo date, about 20 percent of the peasant-farmers have
been incorporated inko collective farms. In accordenco with tho
Commmnist policy, thic grouwp is given preferentizl treatuent in every
respact: ocssenmbial commodities (selt, kerosene, clothea) are furnished
at fixed {low) prices; production quotes are lower; the most fertile
fields are incorporated in the collective farms; every nmember is alloted
s minirum smount of produce, the cuentity being proporticnal Lo the
iebor-deys furnmished by him end the mambers of his femily.

Menagement of the collective farms is emtrusted Yo nambers of the
Communist Party. Until the preseut time, recruitmevt of farmers hes
beon based on pressure applied in various ways none of which can be
described s humene. The majority of the cellective farmers are dis-
satisfied with the system and, particularly, with the mammer of
alleenting the produce because the members of the Commmist Party
invariably get larger roturns for fewer and less-productive lebor-days.
Nere, as clsewhere, complaints of this cort are trested ss "sabotage”
and offenders ers branded as "fascists® and "servants” of Anglo-
American imperialism”.

in the districts of Lom smd Vratse %ho mejority of the peasant-farmers
have been incorporaved in collective ferms, and villages such as lsdto-
vobs and Tulehi Trud, district of Lom, are collestivized 100 percent.

Forest Workers and Cattle Breoders: This comparatively small group

of pessant.tarmers inhebits the mounbeinous regions of the country,
periicularly the Rodopi remge, whero tillable lend is scarce. Their
privary means of subsietance is provided by the sawmill and Jusber
industry end, to a smaller cxbtent, by cattle~broeding. Heuling logs,
by means of team of oxen, i5 Well re.imwrated. A man can make botween
2500 and 3500 lova per day. But the werk is very arducus and omploy~
mem is semsonal. Wwoodcutters ard sawmill hands gst botween 350 and
450 leva per day.

Cattle-breeding has been greatly roduced owing %o excessive produstion
quotas which the govermmenmt collects at low [ized pricec...
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Forest workers and catile~bresders reprogent only about 5 percent
of the number of peasant-formers,ana in thelr majority they, too,
are very dissetisfied with the Coumunist regime.

dealthy Formers ~ Koulaks: The term is senerally a,;lied to all

well-to-do individuzls who are known to rescnt Communism, to every
cne whe has cxpressed disazreement with the Communist methods and
+o those who have been requested to join collective farms and have
refuged to do 50,

This small -reup of unfortunate furmers is rupicly bein; exterminated.
The Communists use them as scapezeats for wll the shortcoming of the
re:ime, .hether it is eneral cissatisfaction or failure on the part
of the farmers to fulfill production guntas, the Xoulaks are to blame.
iIf there is too much or too little rair, if uncomplimentary stories
are told about the Communist Farty - the Koulaks are responsible.

The least of the messurcs taken arainst them is writing on the walls
of their homes, in large dlack letters: '"lere lives an enemy of the
people. Do not enter."

JORKSRS, SIVIL SEdVANTS ALD UHELFLOYAD SITILaNg:
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Industrial Jorkers and Tobacco .orkers: The majority of the workers
in Bulgaria belongz to this group. .ages vary between 180 and 550
leva, depending on the qualification of the individuals. iach cate=-
gory has a fixed cuota for the normal &~hour day and fulfilment of
this quota is strictly observed. DBeczuse of inercased production
quotas were increcsed on scveral cccasions and have reached a limit
requirin: maximum efforts on the part c¢f the workers.

gorkers in Crafts and Trades: This zroup represents about 20 percent
of the workers catezjory and, as reards wa-es and supjylies, is on a
par with the industrial and tobeocco workers,

Construction Jorkers: .ares vary butwe:cn 350 and 550 leva, but owinz
to the strenuocus work there is a constant shortase of hands.

sdne Jorkers: A small group (5 percent ), their wages vary between 350
and 550 leva. In exceptional cases, by surpassing the established
quotas, earnings rise to 700 to 80U leva per day. Althouth food rations
are very high, there is a constant shortaje of hands. To avert a
falling of production the government uscsslave labor (political
unreliabless at all mines.

Civil Servants: The country has never had asmany civil servants us

at the present time. In the mnjority they ere Comaunists and fellets.
travelers, but owing to the lack of gqualified perscunel the regime is
compelled to keep ¢ fairly larse number of known anti-Communists on
the payroll. As a rulc these are comstantly under surveillance, and
they are never placed in key positions, The average salary of the
c¢ivil servant is 9,000 lewva, which is not sufficient to provide
sustenance for a whole family, not to mention clothes, .is a result,
most of t.em are discabisfied with the regimc but have no zlternative
other than than to pay their dues to the Communist Party and keep their
jobs. Un an average, the rations mzde available Lo the civil servants
sce them through the tuentieth of each month only.

Fensioners (detired personnel: (n 9 September 1944, all pensions
were revised and in nuwperous instances wore denied l¢ the individuals
on grounds of collaboration with the Jermans, faseist tendencies,

et cetera. (n the other hand, new peusions were authorized to
Com.unist Farty members who had suffered under the former regimes,
The avera e monthly pension is ajproximately 7,000 leva and all
pensioners are provisicned on a par with the werkers.
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g. .Unemployed Citizens: This is the most unfortunate of all groups.
Titizent Who have been unsble to secure jobs for scme reason or other
are deprived of all ration cards and must procure all thelr necensi -
ties from the 3tate “tores at prohibitive prices. Moreover, the
Commnist lews provide that any one without a job for 8ix months is
1ieble to compulsory mobilization for labor, and must put in at least
six months of work at the emd of Which he is relessed. If he fails
to find & job during the noxt six months, he is agein picked up and
put to work.

h. Housewives and the Aged: Regerdless of whether one or more members
of & family ere amployed, the houcevives and the aged are given retion
ecards of the lovest cetegory.

PRIVAT T TRADESMEN AND CRAFTSUEN: Private practice of the trades and crafts
ig repldiy ooming %o en end in Bulgaria. 1Ia the villages and smaller towns
811 tradesmen and craftsmen are forcibly made to join cooperstives or
collectives, at the head of which'is some Commmnist. Small slements of
this group heve survived in the larger towmns and cities, such as barbers,
oarpenters, tailors, iron mongers, shoemskers, ot cstera; but the number
&rindles from one dey to the next under the pressure and threats from the
authorities. It is gemerally believed thatmosth ~f the tradesmen and orafts-
men, including,those wWho heve besn made to join cooperatives or collectives,
are bitterly anti-Communist.

INTTLLECTUAL WORKERS:

a., Writers, Actors, Artists: ileving purged the ranks of this group from
211 undesirable end non-Commupist elementa, the authorities made a
maximm effort to enlist the support of the remaining members. To a
very large extemt this effort produced satisfactory results for the
regime. lMaterial bemefits wero bestowed lavishly and monetory prizes
(Dimitrov Prizes) ranging from 50,000 to 400,000 leva wers rogularly
awsrded to distinguished Communist members of the group., 1t is safe
4o sssume that the writers, actors and ertists constitute, at the
present time, @ positive elament of support to the Communist regime.

b. School Temchere: Unlike the fate of other groups, the Communist purge
oF The school Leachers since 9 Septomber 1944 was prastically imsigni-
ficamt. The mein body of all teaching personnel embraced Commnism
wholeheartedly and became the most ardemt agitator and conductor of
Communist ideology in Dulgaria.

In 1948 and, again, in 1949, tho salaries of the school teachers Were
jnorcased and retioned goods Were made availableo to them. They eres
without & doubt, the most feithful supporters of the present Commurist
regime. '

THE FREE PROFESSIONS: Besides doctors and dentists, thers are no other
Troe professions in Dulgaris at precemt. At that, &ll doctors and dentists
are required to put in most of their time in state hospitals, policlinicn
and sspatoriums end only sttend to their private practice in their spare
time.

A11 other free professions, such as lewyers, architects, engineers, et
cetera ore incorporabed into collectives and are deprived of the right,
of freo practice.

Tt is logical to conclude thet with the exception of 2 far fellov~travelers
the bulk of this group is against the Communist dictatorship.

MERCHARTS AND INDUSTRIALISTS:

a, Merchants: The last days of this cless are in sight. In the villages
“nd empller towns tho merchants heve disappesrdd. In the larger “oana

YAt —
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a fa of them are still in evidonsesbuk thay are not expected %o

last muck longer,end most of thom. rather thon baok Communiet pressurs
and thrents, are voluntarily winding up their businesses, The class,
ag 2 whole, is bitterly enti-Cormunist.

Industrialists: 411 industrisl eoncerns wera nationalized at the end
of 1947 and the olasa, as such, ceased to exdiat. The majority of the
formsr industrialiste wero deportsd from their places of residemcos
end their homes Were turned over %o members of the Cormuni st Prety.

OFFICIRS AND CLIKGY:

a,

b.

Officers: The officers corps is perhaps the hordest hit of all clesses
in Bulgarie. Seversl Wmdred sxmy officers ware liquidsted without
trial on 9 September 1344; the great majority of those that remained
were discharged fram the sorvice in the summer of 1945 and, in most
cases, Were sent to concantration carins; the faw survivors were closaly
watched and thelr renks were purged still further in the years since
1946. It is falrly positive that the fer army officers who are still
in the service have sither bucome members of the Communist Party or
have furnished sufficient proof that they are faithful o the rogine,
The corps were repleniched with nevly-somaissioned Communist Party
members, former partisans, whose wuelifications are non~existernt but
who cen be relied to follow the party line.

Llerpy: On 5 September 1944, many of the clergymen weors bonished to
primons or concemtration campe. The Jhurch 88 a whole wWas regurded
a8 entirely untrustworthy from the Commmist point of view, but more
drastic steps ageinst it Were not talen until the rogime beoame firmly
entrenched in Bulgaris.

In the fall of 1947, His Beatitudo Fzarch Stefan I was deported to the
villeze of Dawys (Xarlovo) for hic alleged opposition to the pertici-
pation of women in the fo-called "brigadiers lsbor movememt"., The
Hetropoliten Paisii of Veetsa, generelly referred to as "fellow-traveler”
by the people, repleced uim as hend of the Bulgarian Church. The Church
was &eparated from the State and heceme an independout entity. The
clergymen are pald by the Holy Synod, whose revemmes are derived from
donations by the people. The Pulgarian Orthodox Church, in its mejority,
iz 3till one of the main awnti-Commnist elemonts.

CONCLUSION: In very gemeral terme, the bulk of the Bulgarian population

e R

car presently be divided inte two main eathopories, namely:

8.,

b.

Fanatical Commmists ond Llellow-‘ravelors, en ingignificant minority
of individuals benefited by the regime, and

The P sople of Bulgaria, pessent-formers, workers, tradesmen, merchonts,
sic.. including a large pert of Commmnist Party members (primarily
workers ), who have been deprived of the minimum reguirements for
existance and live under constart pressurs. Hoaving experienced the
"benefite” of the Commumist regime, the Bulgarian people are potiently
ablding the day in which they will be provided with the means of GX-
terminating this evil and restore freedom and demoeracy in the land.
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